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The following is a presentation of this 436-page book (Social policy design. Basic
principles, structure and proposals), which was published in Spanish in
November 2014.

The book contains a series of timely and necessary analyses and thoughts on
social policy. Its author, Fernando Fantova, has extensive experience in the field
of social welfare programmes, not just as an analyst and academic of social
provision theory, but also, and for many years, as a front line proponent and
instigator of actions and initiatives designed to improve people's quality of life.

The approach adopted by the book to the issues dealt with is described by the
author as "universal, comprehensive and community-based”. The aim is to
merge the interests of the academic and research world (focused on social
policy) with those of the political and technical sphere, i.e. the world in which
those responsible for adopting and implementing social policy decisions live and
work.

The observations made by this sociologist from Bizkaia are particularly useful
because his suggestions for improvement, which are based on well-founded,
empirical evidence, are much more than a mere abstract academic exercise,
however necessary said exercises may be. The ideas and thoughts presented in
this book are imbued with an overriding sense of applicability and a strong dose
of effective pragmatism. For this very reason, the book will be of interest not just
to university lecturers and social researchers, but also to professionals working
in the field of social policy planning and implementation.

(excerpt from the prologue, written by Luis Moreno)

Prologue

1. What happened the week before the “baby cheque”?
1.1. Introduction
1.2. What this book aspires (and doesn't aspire) to
1.3. Sections and contents
1.4. Policies and sausages

2. A brief overview of knowledge about social policy
Hybridisation of different types of knowledge
Dialogue between different disciplines
Knowledge at the service of social policy design



3. Conceptualising social policy
3.1. What is a policy?

Some distinguishing features of these strategies, processes,
systems, networks and stories we call policies

3.2. Policies and the public sphere
Spheres, goods, logic

Limits, colonisation, potential and orientation in the interrelation of
different spheres

3.3. What exactly is social policy?
Complementary perspectives from different angles
Do octopuses make good pets?
Ends and means

4. The context: delimiting the playing field
Crisis and change

Social policy: part of the problem, part of the solution, in a network of
phenomena

Globalisation

Financialisation and commodification
Inclusion, inequality and exclusion

The knowledge society

Employment

Individualisation

Demographics

The care crisis

Values

The crisis of the (welfare) State
Fragmentation and decomposition of subjects
Conclusion: so, what about social policy?

5. Twelve references for a map of social policy proposals
5.1. Big Society
5.2. Social management of risk
5.3. Active inclusion
5.4. The paradigm of social investment



5.5. The capacities approach

5.6. People-centred social policy

5.7. Secondo welfare and the mixed governance of social policy
5.8. Community care

5.9. Social innovation

5.10. The contributions of feminism

5.11. The basic income proposal

5.12. The good life policy

6. An outline for ordering social policies
6.1. Our proposal
General social policy
Sectoral policies
Cross-cutting policies
Inter-sectoral policies
6.2. Review of other proposals

7. Key issues: a model kit
7.1. Scope
7.2. Aims
7.3. Articulation
7.4. Resources
7.5. Operation
7.6. Management
7.7. Government
7.8. Story

8. Sectoral policies

8.1. Health policy

8.2. Education policy

8.3. Social services policy



8.4. Employment policy

8.5. Housing policy

8.6. Income security policy

9. Cross-cutting policies

9.1. Policies to promote equality and respect for diversity
Policies to promote gender equality and respect for sexual diversity
Policies to promote equality and respect for generational diversity
Policies to promote equality and respect for functional diversity
Policies to promote equality and respect for cultural diversity

9.2. Family policy
The family and family relations
Family policies

9.3. Community policy
Community
Applying the community approach

9.4. Policies for fostering social initiative
An intermodal station
A walk around the third sector

A policy for fostering social initiative

10. Inter-sectoral policies and inter-sectoral coordination
Social and health care policy and others



11. Funding and returns on social policy investment
11.1. Social policy and tax policy
11.2. Returns on social policy investment
11.3. Social expenditure and the social role of the State
11.4. Criteria for funding social policies
11.5. Tax policy
11.6. Funding social policies

12. Some final thoughts regarding an innovative social policy agenda
12.1. Evidence-based welfare governance
12.2. Regional development for high-quality employment
12.3. The eradication of poverty and the reduction of economic inequality
12.4. Innovation in the social and health care field and community living

12.5. Synergies between the public and common spheres, for a renewed
social contract
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